—ę—e 


EPI S T LI E [1 
Auf "ION. 1 


To all Friends Profeſſing the 


Bleſſed Truth ; 


10 prevent ; ” 
Injuſtice and Injury, 


And the Reproach thereofindivers 
Matters herein Minen. 


Rom. 13. 8. Owe no Man any thing, but 10 ove 
one mother 2 For be that * other, * 
Fulſilled the Law. | 
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EPISTLE 
Caution, &c. 


Dear Friends, 


N the Love of the Pretious and 

Holy Trath, in a Conſcienti- 

ous Concern for the Honour 
of God, and in a Chriſtian Care, 
that the Ancient Repute, that our 
Holy Religion hath obtained by 
the 55 t Dealing, Upright Walking, 
Circamſpect and Inoſfenſi ve Conver- 
ſation of thoſe that have not only 
profeſſed the Truth, but loved and 
obeyed it, and were Cateful in 
their Words, Habit, Living, Furni- 
ture, Commerce and whole Conver- 
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not duly and juſtly difcharge them 
andby NegleAting chef Hates and 


(2) 


ation to preſerve the ſame, by an- 


Iwering in all thoſe things that ; 
Righteous and Holy Principle of 


Truth, and Witneſs, that God hath 
placed in the ſciences of all 
Mankind, notwithſtanding the 


Scorn and great Sufferings they 


met writhal. 

But, to our great Grief, we have 
ſound, that ſome (eſpecially of 
late times) who make Profeſ- 
fron of the Worthy Name of our 
Lord Chri _— us, 
have not had that due Regard 
thereunto, and the Honour there- 
of, as they ought, nor have been 
fo Careful, as becomes them, in 
of themſelves, 


che 
and their Affairs and Trade in the 


World; but have Inconfideratel and 
Vnadvifedly over· charged them - 
ſelves with Debts, *cill they could 


Trade, 


65 
Trade, and being too Extravagant 
in their Habits, Furniture of their 
Houſes, and Living too high, and 
above what their Income would 
anſwer, and what becometh their 
Profeſſion ; and thereby have hurt 
themſelves. | 

And for want of a Dae and Tine. 
ly Inſpetion into the State of their 
Aﬀairs, or Stopping, when they 
have been ſenſible of their own J- 
ability, have gone on, till they 
have been under ſach Straights 
and Difficulties to ſatisſie their 
Creditors juſt Demand in due 
time, and that when they have 
come for Money, to put them 
off, have given them Expecta- 
tions; and ſometimes (when 
preſſed hard upon) made Promiſes - 
to Paz within ſome time Limited, 
and yet have not performed. And 
theſe things have been, and are 
attended with Evil Conſequences, 
A 3 not 
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not * to the Perſons them- 
u 


ſelves, but greatly Injurious to 
many others, and have been Or- 
caſion of Stumbling and Offence, 
and have alſo brought D eber 
to Truth, and a Reproach upon Us, 
and a Scandal upon our Holy Pro- 
feſſion and Religion. | 
Wherefore it is our tender Coun- 

el and Chriſtian Advice, in the love 
of God, that all would truly weigh 
and duly Conſider theſe things, and 
Examine themſelves with the Lighi 
of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, that each 
one may ſee, how things are with 
them; For they that do well, love 
the Light, and bring their Deeds to 
it, that they may fee, they are wronght 


in God; but thoſe that do Evil, 


hate the Light : And it's thoſe, that 
with Grief we do declare unto you, 
that by walking contrary to what 
they profeſs, in not keeping under 
the Guidance of the good Spirit 

the 


= + | 
the Lord, and not learning of, or 
being ſeafoned with the Grace of 
God, they run into theſe things. 
1. Therefore we Exhort and 
Counſel all ro be Careful, not to 
launch out into Trade, beyond 
what they can honourably and 
punctually Anſwer, and without 
Ine others; + 12550055 ce” 
2. That no one keep another 
out of their Jaſt Debt to their 
Prejudice, beyond the «ſue! Time 
of Payment, be the Time what it 
will they agree to pay at, they 
ought to be exact to it. 
3. That every Faithful and Ho- 
neſt Friend, that knows any Re- 
uted Friend, or Profeſſor of tho 
Truth among us faulty in any of 
theſe things afore. named, or any 
other thing unbecoming Truth, or 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion, that tuch 
Friend, that knows thereof, in 
Brotherly Love and Tenderneſs 
* | 4a 4 do 
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(3) 
do privately ſpeak to him or her 
thereof, — Connſel, Admoniſh and 


Reprove'the Perſon offending, as 


the Caſe requires; and if he or 
The doth not hear and amend, then 
to take One or 7 wp more, and ſpeak 
to him or her again; and if he or 


me refuſes to hear them, that then 


ſuch Friend or Friends acquaint the 
Monthly Meeting, where the Party 
belongs, or ſuch Friands thereof, 
that are appointed by the Mant h yr 
Maet ing to hear ſuch things in the 
Intervals of Monthly. Meet ingr, that 
they may ſpeedily call a Meeting ; 


and the ſaid Meeting to do and 


adviſe, as ja the Wiſdom of God 
they ſhall ſee the Cafe requires. 
4. And we do Adviſeand Conn- 
fel all Friends, as they tender their 
own Good, the Honour of Truth, 
and Preſervation of our Holy Pro- 
feſſion without Blame, to In/pe# 
their out ward Affairs, at leaſt ance 
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(or oftuer) in « Tear, that they may 
know, how the Caſe ſtands with 
them, and to order and manage 
themſelves accordingly. For by 
experience we have found, that a 
frequent examination of our ſelves, 
and Iuſpection of things relating 
to our ont ward and iaward States 
and Conditions. with the Light of 
Chriſt; hexh proved greatly bene. 
ficial; as we have diligently waited 
upon God, add humbly made our 
Sapp/ieation to him ia the Spirit of 
that it's thoſe, that have dedlined 
in their Love and Obedience to 
Chriſt, and the due Obſervation 
of his Equal and Royal Lav (which 
ſaith, Jh ſhalt love thy Neigh« 
boar as thy ſelf, James 2:8. And, 
W hat ſoewer ye would that Men ſhould 
do to Joa, ven ſo 4⁰ ye to them, 
Mat. 7. 12.) that have not proved 
Faithful in the unrighteous Mam, 
| mon 


6 
do privately ſpeak to him or her 


thereof, and Cœunſel, Admoniſh ant 


Reprove'the Perſon offending, as 
the Caſe requires; and if he or 
The doth not hear and amend, then 
to take One or Two more, and ſpeak 
to him or her again; and if he or 
ihe refuſes to hear them, that then 
ſuch Friend or Friends acquaint the 
Monthly Meeting, where the Party 
belongs, or ſuch Friends thereof, 
that are appointed by the Mauth y. 
Mating to hear ſuch things in the 

Interval; of Monthly. Meetings, that 
they may ſpeedily call a Meating ; 
and the ſai 
adviſe, as ja the Wiſdom of God 
they {hall ſee the Caſe requires. 

4. And we do Aaviſe and Conn- 
fel ali Friends, as they tender their 
own Good, the Honour of Truth, 
and Preſervation of our Holy Pro- 
feſſion without Blame, to In/pe# 
their out ward Affairs, at leaſt = 
Cb 1 or 


Meeting to do and 


(9) 
Car oft ner) iu 4 Tear, that they may 
know, how the Caſe ſtands with 
them, and to order and manage 
themſelves accordingly. For by 
experience we have found, that a 
frequent examination of our ſelves, 
and Iuſpection of things relating 
to our out ward. and inward States 
and Conditions, with the Light of 
Chriſt, haxh proved greatly bene: 
ficialz as we have diligently waited 
upon God, 2nd humbly made our 
Sapplication to him in the Spirit of 
his Son. Aod we have obſerved, 
that it's thoſe, that have dedlianed 
in thelr Love and Obedience. to 
Chriſt, and the due Obſervation 
of his Equal and Royal Ley (which 
22 ſaith, Jh ſhalt love thy Neig h. 
eir bour 45 thy ſelf, James 2. 8. ; And, 
th, | Whatſpever ye would that Men ſbould 
Qs do tO Jo, ven ſo ao ye to them, 
ct Mat. 7. 12.) that have not proved 
ce Faithful in the unrighteous Mam, 
or | mon 
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(10) | 
mon. And as Chriſt ſaid, Lake 16. 


12. If je have not been faithful in 


that which is another Man i, who ſhall 
give you that which is your own? 
5. If therefore any upon Exa- 
mination find themſelves in ſuch *' 
a declining Condition, that they can 
but barely pay their juſt Debts, or 
fully fatisfie for the ſame; that ſuch 
immediately adviſe with Two or | 
Three faithful Friends of the Mont h. 
ly- Meeting, to which he or ſhe 
belongs, and make his or her Caſe 
known to them, and take their Ad> 
vice therein. * 38115 
6. And if any Perſon ſhall be ſo 
Unjuft, as to perſiſt and go on, 
after he knows himſelf to be in a 
declining Condition, and afterwards 

Break, and cannot pay Twenty Shil- 
lings in the Pound, or fully ſatisfie 
his Creditors, he or they ſo wilfully 
and knowingly perſiſtiog, till their 
Circumſtances are ſuch as afore- 
ſaid, 


| () 

- 7 faid, fuch Perſons for their perſiſt» 
„ing without the Conſent or Liber- 
ty of their Creditors, and contrary 
to the righteous and equal Princi- 
ple of Trath in themſelves, and 
to our Chriſtian Advice; we can- 
not eſteem them Friends of Truth, 
or afford them any Aſſiſtance, as 
ſuch; but muſt be neceſſitated (if 
they do not repent thereof, and 
ſenſibly acknowledge their Fault) 
to Teſtify againſt them, as Enemies 
to Trauth. 

7. And for the Prevention of 
St» theſe things, and the ill Effects that 
e ſo follow (and that all that walk not 
on, according to Truth in their Con - 
n 4 verſations, may be viſited and ad- 
rds moniſhed) we hereby ſignify, that 
we have recommended to the ſe- 
veral Mont hij · Meetings, in the Love 
of Chriſt to watch over all their 
Members, in and belonging to their 
reſpeQive Monthly- Meetings; and 
to 


612) 

to take Care, to appoint ſome faith · 
ful Friends in each Meeting to Viſit 
them, and to endeavour, that this 
our Brotherly Advice and Chri- 
ſtian Care for the Honour of God, 
his holy Name and precious Truth 
may be duly obſerved, and made 
effectual to the Good Ends propo- 
ſed; and that all may be Orderly 
0 their whole Converſation, — 

o none among us may over- charge 
themſelves with Debts, nor Tra 
beyond their Abilites, but keep 
Clear from injuring others, or Ad- 
venturing or Hazzarding other: E- 
fates to Sta, or otherwiſe, when 
they have not Eſtates of their own 
to anſwer. And alſo that Friends 
be Careful to perform all their 
Promiſes, Obligations and Con-. 
tracts, and make payment of Juſt 
Debts, and not tediouſly delay or 
keep back the Hire of Labourers 
and Manafattures, beyond the time 

| appointed 


(130 

appointed for Payment, and theres 

—4 give them Juſt Cauſe of Com- 
aim of great Injury and Oppreſſion, 

Oh Conſider, — the N | 

James ſaith, The Hire 

of the Labourer which Jamed 5. 4 

is kept back Fraud 787 «fo Levi, 

hed, ana 4 cries of Brut. 2414 

them are entered into 


the Ears of the LORD of Sbath. 
And therefore, let all be Careful 
to Avoid ſuch things, and living 
—_ what their 1 20 _ bear 
( eeping s and Caan: 
Hh es, whereby great Waſte is 
made by Loſs of Time, and Neglect 
of Buſineſs.) For Pride (as the 
Wiſe- man 2 


led — ſome, that have 
thereinto, and have for a 6 gon 
appeared as great, nay higher in 
their beginning, than o- 
thers 
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(14) 
thers have done, when they have 
left off, who (by their Honeſt En- 
deavours) have gotten Eft ates : 
But ſuch have often eaded with a 
Stink and Reproach, 
And this hath happened, be- 
cauſe they have not walked in 
that Humility and Fear towards 
God; which all that would attain 
True Riches, Honour and Life, and 
be made partakers of his Bleſſing, 
muſt dwell in. And it is not only 
the Daty, but Intereſt of every one 
of us, that would do well here, 
and be happy hereafter, to Abide 
in the holy Fear of God, and walk 
according to his Righteous Law 
inall things ; that thoſe Reproaches 
and Scandals,that have of late been 
brought in a great Degree upon 
the Truth, Us, and our holy Pro- 
feſſion, thereby may for the future 
be prevented, 
| And 
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And it's Adviſed, that Friends 
be Careful to obſerve the I — 
Agreed upon to Mert together for 
the Worſhip: of God, as the Quar-. 
terly · Meeting hath recommend- 
ed to us (held the 3d of the x 17h 
Month, 1697.) which is as fol- 
lometine m. HU o: p a7 0 
That Friends take Care to At- 
«tend the Firſt days and Week- 
% days» Meetings at the Uſual times 
appointed, viz. About the r 
« hour in the Morning, as near as 
« they can, and in the Winter- 
© Seaſon about the 24 hour in the 
« Afternoon; and in the Summer- 
© time, When the Days are long, 
about the 34 4oar in the After- 
&« 300n,.' on thoſe Days, which are 
«not Fin ds. 
And as they are truly Diligent 
to anſwer that Chriſtian Advice, 
wot to forſake the aſſembling of them- 
ſelves together ; and when met, Re- 
: verently 


(16) 
verently and in Fear and Hani: 
wait upon the Lord in the Gif 
of his Spirit, all will be madg © 
ſenſible of their Inward States and r 
Comditiumt; and as they art exerciſper 
fed in a Chriſtian Travel of Spirit ed 
and ſupplicate God in the Spirit 
o = Son, to help them __ 

y their Wants, they tnay be en 
abled to walk in —— Trath 
and be endued with the Wifdonr} 
theredf to order their Affairs with}: 1. 
Diſcretion ;,- the Want whereof: 
hath. been one great Cauſe, that , 
ſome have gone into thoſe things, 
which we herein caution againſt. 
For thoſe, that have neglected their 
Chriſtian Duty of 2 together 
to Wait upon God, and Worſhip 
and Serve him, have often not 
well ſpem their Time, bur miſ- 
ſpent it. 12477 2 ma 
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the Gif (17) 
Ve enard So in the Love and Service of 
ae an$[ ruth (greatly deſiring, all things 
z exerci erein adviſed may be duly obſer-- 


— — cd and praftiſed) we. Remain 
Spirit 
Your Freeads nl Brethren, | 


Francis C fla 
William Chandler, 


ae Sign'd on behalf of John Harn 
rs with he Friends and Bre- Fj aud | 


hren of the S:x-weeks 4 illiam Ingr am, 
eeting held in Lon- . illiam Beech, 


don the 29th of the 
iſt Month, 1698. Jo ohn HOO eine. 


herer 


1 
aint, 
d their 
zechier 
orſhip 
- not 
miſ- 


ee Poſt- 
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Poſtſcript. 
ND Dear Friends and Bre- 
thren, that are Heads and 
s of Families, we tenderly 
Ex you, in true Brotherly 
Love, that ye may be Examples 
in all things in your Families, and 
faithfully and in good Conſcience 
diſcharge your Duty in the Place 


0 
Y 
and Stat ion you are in, as ſuch that | © 
know, you are Accountable unto 
| 
| 
| 
| 


God, and are deſirous to give up 
Your Account with Joy, and not 
with Grief. Oh therefore wait up- 
on God, and pray to him for Wiſ- 
dom, that ye may be endued there- 
with, and in che Fear of God, 
and Authority of his Powerful 
Truth diſcountenance and endea- 
vou 


„ 

| vour to keep down in your. Chil-, 
—— |} dreaand Servants that Spirit which 
is not of God, and that would 
elevate their Minds above his Fear, 
| and would draw them into the 
Love of the World, and the things 
thereof, which are not of Cod. 
For in 'he World is the Luft of 
the Eye, the Luſt of the Fleſb; and 
Pride of Life, whicli Touth are too 

Inclinable to follow. _ 2 
And Friende, do not ſ any 
of that Subſtance God harh bleſſe# 
you with, and made you Stowards- 
of, to gratifie that in-your Chil- 
dren- or Servant,. which ye have- 
known the Judgments of God for 
10 your ſelves; But you, that God 
hath given Children to, be Care- 
ful to Train them up in the Admo-- 
nition of the Lord, and in the 
way, in which they ſhould* go; 
that they may not depart fromm it, 
when they are old: Neither Coun- 
B 2. tenance- 


(ee, 
tenance them iii any thing, WH | w 
is unbecoming the Plainneſs and || yc 
Simplicity of that Precious and || ce 
Holy Truth, God Almighty hath 
bleſſed us with the Knowledge of; 
and in which, as we live and a- 
bide, we enjoy Peace, and partake 
of Bleſſings from him. 

And, Dear —— Let us ſtir 
up, encourage and give opportu- 
nity to our Children 2055 Servants, 
to frequent our Publick Meeting: 
for the Worſhip of God in due 
time, to wait upon the Lord, that E 
they may know a growing in the a 
Truth. — 0 15. 

And all ye, that are Servants, ; 
and make Profeſſion of Truth 
with us, we Exhort and Intreat \ 

0 
I 
1 


you in the Love of God, that 

ye demean your ſelves in your 

reſpective Places in all things, as 

becomes our Holy Profeflion, and 

in that Plaluneſ and Humility, 6 
Nit * which 
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which Truth leads into, both in 
your Words and Apparel; and ex- 
ceed not the Bounds of Truth, 
nor let your Minds out after thoſe 
things, that do not profit to God- 
ward? Neither tet your Adorn- 
ing be the outward Adorning, 
but that of a meek and quiet Spi- 
— And be Careful to diſcharge 
good Conſcience towards God 
Men in all things, and not 

bs Bye- Servants, nor Buſy bodies, 
nor'T ale-bearers, nor Tattlers, hot 
Back-biters, and keep out of Strife 
and Contention, and let your Words 
be few and ſavory; and with Sin- 
leneſs of Heart, as unto the Lord, 
iſcharge your ſelves in your Ser 
vice and Places. And as ye are 
Careful and Faithful in that which 
is anothers, ye will procure Love 
in others to you. | 
For when the righteous Principle 
of Pight and Truth in all is an- 
ws 


( 22 ) % 

ſwer d, the Doctrine of Chriſt 
our Saviour in all things adorned, 
then the Peace and Bleſſing of God 
is enjoyed, And then there will 
be Encouragement for you, when: 
ye become Maſters or Heads of Fa- 
milies, and Parents of Children, 
to perſevere in Faithfulneſs unto- 
the Lord, and to be Careful to 
wait upon God, and pray to him, 
that ye may be preſerved in the 
Love and Obedience to Truth, 
and endued with Power and Wiſ- 
dom to diſcharge your reſpective 
Duties, and anſwer this our Chri- 
ſtian Advice, avoiding the things 
cautioned againſt, and following, 
thoſe Exharted unto; that ſo we 
may, as Children of one Father 
and Houſehold of Faith, grow 
up more and more unto a Habita- 
tion for God in and through his 
holy Spirit, 


| ( 23) | 

riſk And all Friends, both High and 
ed, | Low, Rich and Poor, Young and 
50d | Old, Live in Love, live in Meek- 
will eſs, live in Humility, live in Cha- 
hen ftity, live in Self Denial, live in 
Fa- the Croſs of our Lord Jeſs Chriſt, 
ren, and in that ye will have Peace, in 
nto || that ye will receive Strength to 
to walk blameleſs in the Sight of 

im, and Man. 


THE ENR 


4 Ju 36 


——_ 4 — . To TT 


— — — 8 


